DEIFICATION  OF  ANCESTORS
tentious, is built, the altar is no altar unless it enshrines relics of some holy person.
Ancestor-worship, which may be said to be well-nigh universal, thus maintains intimate relations between the dead and living; between this world and a spirit-world. It falls into two groups : worship of the departed members of the family, sacrifices to whom become paramount duty, and who rank as friendly household gods, easily placated; and worship of great or holy men, culture heroes, braves, athletes, chiefs and other rulers, who in many cases rank with, and sometimes above, the powerful nature-gods of the earlier animism, with whose attributes they become credited. Of course, the importance of the dead determines their place, and their prospects of deification. In Shintoism, which affirms the existence of eight million deities recruited from the souls of heroes, rivers, mountains, waterfalls and great trees, the only gods particularly added, apart from the solar deities, are the genii of Pity, of Wealth, and of Medicine.60 On the other hand, where ordinary folk are concerned, and where the survivors have short
60 So reports Mrs. Bishop : Religious Systems of the World, pp. 98-9.
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